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LEADING BY EXAMPLE 
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Awards have been presented for the department’s 2001 Annual Environment and Conservation 
stewardship challenge. 

The heartbeat of our awards is the opportunity to recognize the volunteer spirit across Tennessee. Those 
cited herein have been officially recognized by state government for "Leading by Example." 

Our 11 judges this year represented a cross-section of conservation, agriculture, forestry, and 
environmental interests. TDEC’s Web site was utilized to announce the competition and criteria. It will be 
utilized again late this year to begin the 2002 awards competition. Readers are encouraged to browse our 
frequently updated home page at: http/www.state.tn.us/environment. 

State government’s public recognition of good environmental and conservation stewardship is done for a 
three-fold purpose: 

To express appreciation for good stewardship,  
To "teach by example," and  
To help fulfill the mission of this department.  

We are grateful for the beneficial efforts of all the nominees in this competition. Those efforts and 
contributions to our beloved Tennessee are appreciated. Please continue helping us make Tennessee a 
special place in which to live and work. 

 

Governors Greenways and Trails 

City of Knoxville – Knoxville has the largest urban greenway in Tennessee with 
20.74 miles of paved greenways. Greenway development is clearly a top municipal 
priority under Mayor Victor Ashe. 

Mr. John Wilbanks/Pigeon Forge – Mr. Wilbanks is Chairman of the Governor’s 
Council on Greenways and Trails. His leadership and visionary dedication for 
greenways conservation and recreation is serving Tennessee in an exemplary 
manner. 

City of Collegedale – The City developed a professionally engineered multi-phase 
greenway following Wolftever Creek through the community 

City of Clarksville – Ten-years of effort are the basis for the existing Clarksville 
River District Master Plan and the Clarksville/Montgomery County Greenway 
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Governor’s Award For Excellence In Hazardous Waste Management 
(Governor's Award per TCA 68-212-205(d)1(D) 

  

HIGHER EDUCATION ENVIRONMENTAL ACHIEVEMENT  

Master Plan. 

Volunteer Conservation Club/Dyersburg – This volunteer group composed of 
more than 100 senior citizens have converted 1.8 miles of abandoned railroad bed 
into a first class "rails to trails" reality through the Tigrett Wildlife Area, and 
restored a 150-foot iron bridge across the North Fork of the Forked Deer River. 

Cane Creek Lake & Park Project – Cookeville – This greenway park is a high 
profile recreation facility that attracts more than 120,000 visitors each year. The 
project addresses urban non-point runoff. Its’ technical and education strategy 
embraces an outstanding array of partners. 

Large Quantity Generator  

Eastman Chemical/Kingsport – Tennessee Operations of Eastman Chemical 
Company (Eastman) is a major manufacturer of hydroquinone (HQ) used in 
photographic processing and other markets. 

Eastman’s aggressive Product Stewardship effort resulted in finding a waste-to-
energy market for HQ process wastes, which are sold as a valuable commodity to 
the fuels industry. With 15 years of concerted effort toward pollution prevention, 
Eastman has all but entirely eliminated solid/liquid wastes from the HQ process. 

Small Quantity Generator 

Tennsco Corporation/Dickson - This manufacturer of metal office furniture and 
industrial shelving, has progressively moved from a large hazardous waste generator 
to a small quantity generator status in 2000, and has now moved to "conditionally 
exempt" status in 2001. This is an extraordinary commitment by a manufacturer to 
environmental protection. 

   

(External Achievement) 

Vanderbilt Center for Environmental Management studies – This research center for 
environmental public policy outreach promotes an enduring interest in executive-
level environmental stewardship. The Center forges stakeholder partnerships to 
facilitate an understanding of the relationship of environmental policy to business 
management and operations. 

The University of Tennessee Botany Department - Each spring since 1951, the 
University of Tennessee Botany Department has sponsored a five-day Annual 
Spring Wildflower Pilgrimage in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 

(Internal Achievement) 
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NATURAL HERITAGE CONSERVATION 

 

INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION PREVENTION 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT STEWARDSHIP 

 

SERVICE INDUSTRY/BUSINESS STEWARDSHIP 

Certificate of Merit: 
David Lipscomb University Biology Department. During 2000, the University 
created a natural heritage internship program in partnership with TDEC’s Natural 
Heritage Division. 

Bridgestone Firestone Inc. - The Corporation donated approximately 6,000 acres 
of land in White and Van Buren Counties to be set aside as perpetually preserved 
wilderness area. 

Mr. Rex Boner, Vice President/Southeast - The Conservation Fund. Mr. Boner 
has had an active "broker" role in helping influence the protection of 35,000 acres of 
land in Tennessee. 

RTR Group, Inc. dba/Duraglas Pools – Fayetteville 

Commitments to technology improvements have led to dramatic reductions in 
styrene emissions – a toxic emission, reduction in all plant waste streams, and 
upgraded employee training. 

General Shale Products Corporation/ Johnson City – As one of America’s 
largest brick manufacturers, General Shale practices good environmental 
stewardship in both its surface mining and manufacturing operations. The company 
nurtures environmental awareness of its activities and continually improves 
processes and products committing themselves to responsible protection of the 
environment. 

Memphis Light, Gas & Water Division – The utility and its corps of about 50 
volunteers have initiated an aggressive program for waterfowl and wildlife habitat 
enhancement on its 400 miles of rights-of-way in Shelby County. Using scrap 
materials and company volunteers, hundreds of wood duck and bluebird nesting 
boxes have been erected, acres of sunflowers for songbirds have been planted, and 
in 2000, erected artificial nesting platforms for osprey, herons, and bald eagles. 

BP Amoco Oil Company – The Company introduced low-sulfur Amoco Ultimate 
and BP Super 93 to west and middle Tennesseans during 2000 without a cost 
increase. BPA is first in introducing this lower sulfur fuel to Tennessee and four-
years in advance of environmental regulations requiring oil companies to do so.  

Certificate of Merit: 
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LIFETIME ENVIRONMENTAL/CONSERVATION ACHIEVEMENT 
(25 years minimum service) 

 

AGRICULTURE/FORESTRY STEWARDSHIP  

 

CIVIC VOLUNTEER 

South Central Correctional Center/Clifton – This privately operated prison 
eliminated the grinding and flushing of kitchen wastes instituting instead solids 
separation and recycling of grease. The process saves potable water, eliminates 
grease trap pumping, city fines, and allows usable grease recycling. 

Target Corporation (22 Tennessee stores) – The corporation headquartered in 
Minneapolis has instituted corporate policies which have led to supplier packaging 
reduction, waste reduction practices, energy efficiency design in new stores, and 
support for local community environmentally-focused "Good Neighbor" projects. 

PROFESSIONAL AWARD: 

Mr. Douglas Clark/Winchester and Jack Daniel Distillery – Mr. Clark was an early 
(1970s) industrial sector pioneer who urged voluntary compliance and stewardship 
from his peers. He served for 16 years as a Board Member of the Tennessee 
Conservation League. He is actively employed at the Distillery in an executive 
capacity and still urging waste reduction/recycling and good stewardship. 

VOLUNTEER AWARD:  

Mr. Donald Todd – Wartburg/Morgan County- - Mr. Todd is a retired Morgan 
County high school biology teacher who since the late 1960s actively crusaded for 
recognition of the Cumberland Mountains natural beauty and their protection.  

Mr. Richard Spain/Greene County– This livestock producer is proactive in 
promoting good farm conservation practices, and an active volunteer of Rural 
Resources in promoting sustainable agricultural practices. 

Certificate of Merit: 

Mr. Richard E. Ruth – TVA Watershed Specialist, Cherokee/Douglas Watershed 
Team and a long-time leader in initiating and facilitating cooperative watershed 
pollution prevention projects. 

Willamette Industries – The company proactively entered a 10-year cooperative 
agreement with TDEC and Nature Conservancy to voluntarily coordinate at-risk 
plant and animal populations on 177,000 Tennessee acres. 

Rural Resources/Greene County – The group actively works to better their 
community by promoting conservation of soil and water and by promoting 
environmentally sound agriculture practices through its education projects.  
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AQUATIC RESOURCE PRESERVATION 

Ms. Jill Bader/Nashville – Jill is a senior at St. Cecilia Academy and member of the 
Student Council. She is active as a Board Member of KIDS F.A.C.E., Gold level 
Girl Scout, and in helping organize/replant trees in East Nashville, and at The 
Hermitage. 

Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Scott/Ooltewah – These retirees serve as farm hosts for the 
annual "Give-a-Hoot-for-Kids" field days for Hamilton County inner city school
children who learn about food and fiber production sources. 

Friends of South Cumberland State Recreation Area – The Friends volunteer 
group raised enough funds to purchase 55.2 acres at Foster Falls in Marion County. 

YMCA Earth Service Corps/Nashville/Middle Tennessee – This group uses a 
service-learning approach for youth promoting leadership development in meeting 
community environmental needs. 

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Garr/Mt. Juliet – This couple operates a hardware and feed 
store, and as amateur ornithologists through years of free civic programs, have 
promoted the attraction of bluebirds, purple martins, and hummingbirds. 

CITIZENS AWARD: 

South Chickamauga Creek Greenway Alliance - An interstate volunteer citizens 
group advocating improved environmental quality of South Chickamauga Creek, 
greenway masterplan approval and funding. 

Cumberland River Compact/Nashville – A non-profit corporation with a mission 
to enhance water quality of the Cumberland River and its watershed tributaries 
through education, and by promoting cooperation among citizens, businesses, and 
agencies in Kentucky and Tennessee. 

Certificate of Merit: 

Messrs. Mike Eller, President, and Bobby Schultz, Director of Operations, 
President’s Reserve (280-acre course) developed an extension to the Hermitage Golf 
Club designed to minimize wetland impacts on two remaining Oxbow Lakes on the 
Cumberland River. This visionary design effort has drawn favorable recognition 
from Audubon International and the U.S. Corps of Engineers. 
SCIENTIFIC AWARD: 

Conservation Fisheries, Inc./Knoxville – This non-profit corporation is dedicated 
to the preservation of aquatic bio-diversity. The group monitors rare fish populations 
in the Southeast and propagates rare fish to restore populations eliminated by 
pollution or habitat destruction. 

Mr. Lewis Bumpas – As Director of Williamson County’s Solid Waste Program, 
he has caused scientific assessments and proactive resolution to historic impairments 
to tributaries of the South Harpeth River – some attributed to past county landfill 
practices. 
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K-12 ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS 

These schools have incorporated environmental/conservation awareness into their curriculum in an 
innovative manner, such as development of an outdoor learning site, field research projects, and/or 
recycling. 

 

COMMISSIONER’S GOLD STAR EXCELLENCE AWARD 

This is a new award devised to reward a limited group of teachers who have exhibited years of 
dedicated service to molding young minds regarding environmental/conservation stewardship. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  MIDDLE SCHOOLS 
St. Nicholas Elementary, Chattanooga  
Algood Elementary, Algood (Putnam 
County)  
Johnson Elementary, Kingsport  
Granbery Elementary, Nashville  
Copper Ridge Elementary, Powell  
Chimneyrock Elementary, Cordova  

McDonald Middle School TSAP Club, 
Mohawk (Greene County) 
 
Fairview Middle School Recycling Team, 
Fairview (Williamson County)  

HIGH SCHOOLS 
Sevier County High School, Sevierville  
Wartburg Central High School, Wartburg 
(Morgan County)  
F. C. Boyd Christian, McMinnville  
Centennial High School, Franklin  
Forrest High School, Chapel Hill (Marshall 
County  

Mr. Gary Barrigar 
Ecology Teacher  
Elizabethton High School 
Elizabethton, Tennessee  

Ms. Pat Carpenter 
Science Teacher (7-8) 
McDonald School  
Mohawk, Tennessee 

Mr. Dan Edmiston 
Director of Environmental 
Studies 
Chimneyrock Elementary School 
Cordova, Tennessee 

 
Ms. Sherrie Force, Recycling 
and Environmental Awareness 
Coordinator 
Granbery Elementary 
Nashville, TN

Mr. Jeff Taylor 
Ecology Teacher 
Centennial High School 
Franklin, Tennessee
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